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òThe Giving Treeó 

Our Adopt-a-Family project this year will include three 

local families in need. 

The First Sunday in December, we will have our Christ-

mas trees posted with bulbs on them.  Look for the 

trees on the windows of the church office. 

Each bulb will have a gift suggestion for a member of one 

of the families.  All you need to do  is remove a bulb and sign out that you have it 

and purchase a gift for the individual described in the bulb.  Your gifts need to be 

wrapped and brought back to the church by Sunday, December 18th.  Please attach 

the bulb to the gift so the committee will deliver the gift to the correct family. 

If you would like to make a monetary donation for perishable foods, you can put it 

in the offering and mark for òAdopt-a-Family,ó or leave it in the basket that will be in 

the parlor each Sunday on the refreshment table.  Also, all food contributions to 

FISH during December will be divided among the families and delivered along with 

the gifts before Christmas.  If you would like to help with grocery shopping or deliv-

ering the gifts, please tell a member of the Mission and Outreach Committee. 

Christmas Eve Open House  

From 6:30 to 7:15 pm, the Deacons will again be 

hosting their Open House.  The Deaconõs will ap-

preciate any donations of cookies.  Samantha Ad-

ams will be at church on Saturday December 24th 

from 9:30 ð 11:30 am  to accept them. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at this Christmas 

time of fellowship with friends and family. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 
 

The Deacons 

Christmas Cookies Decorating  

We will be decorating cookies on December 4 after 

church service.  All are invited to join us.  We will be 

supplying the icing , decorations and some cookies.  If 

you would like to bring some cookies to decorate 

please bring them.  Thanks Samantha 
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Big Idea Words  

During the season of Advent, those four weeks 

leading up to Christmas, we find ways to prepare 

ourselves for the arrival of Christ ð ways that are 

fundamentally different from what the world 

around us is doing to prepare.  We light candles, 

read scripture, put out our nativity scenes, and we 

have some special words to anchor us: hope, peace, 

love, and joy.  I call these the Big Idea words of Ad-

vent. 
 

We have to live with these Big Idea words for a 

period of time, over and over again.  We need to 

hear stories about them, share experiences with 

one another, to help us comprehend them.  They 

are too big to get our arms around, to see all at 

once, or to see all the way through. 
 

We use these Big Idea words during Advent be-

cause they help us to get closer to God, to the 

meaning of all that we celebrate; to get at the 

meaning of what happened at that particular mo-

ment, in those particular lives two millennia ago.  

With Mary and Joseph.  With the shepherds who 

saw a celestial event that imparted the good news.  

With those wise men who read something in the 

stars that turned them into seekers and followers. 
 

We pull these Big Idea words out at Advent.  Not 

that we donõt use them other times throughout the 

year, but at Advent we line them up, light them up 

on our Advent candles, and insist that they be con-

fronted.  Illuminated. 
 

What does it mean to say we are a people of hope?  

People of peace?  People who love?  What is it to 

have and share joy? 
 

Well, it certainly is different.  If the world uses 

these words in connection to material, political, 

commercial experiences of life, they are ð at best ð 

thin, pale reflections of their true meaning.  At 

worst, they are corruptions, distortions of the 

truth. 
 

Truly, living the Big Idea words of Advent is a sub-

versive act in the world. 
 

So we go underground, as it were, in this season of 

business, or busyness. We go to church, we go to 

our Advent devotions and disciplines of listening, 

praying.  We go to the places where we can meet 

the Spirit and experience fragments of hope, peace, 

love, and joy.  Where we can seek these things 

more fully.  And we bring these things into our 

own lives and, yes, into the world. 
 

So, let us begin.  Enter the story.  Find your story in 

the story, and find all these good things that defy 

comprehension.  Hope.  Peace.  Love.  Joy. 
 

Shalom, 

Pastor Maggie 
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The Session met on November 10th for its 

monthly meeting.  Maggie continued a guided dis-

cussion on leadership within the church and the 

session will be doing an all-day leadership retreat 

in January or February.  The major item discussed 

during the meeting was the proposed budget for 

2017.  The budget was build assuming that pledges 

would be increased by 5% in the coming year.  

Salary increases for the church staff were also in-

cluded in the budget.  While not as severe as in 

previous years, the proposed budget will still re-

quire the use of church savings in order to bal-

ance the expected expenses with the anticipated 

income. 

Administration Committee  

Paul Brown (C) & Pat Farrar (CC) 

Next meeting is December 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

 October 2016 YTD 

Total Income 14,190.99 126,743.74 

Total Expense 10,621.97 127,308.28 

Surplus/Deficit 3569.02 (564.54) 

Worship Committee  

Pat Peck (C) & Kyung-Hee Swihart (CC) 

Next Meeting is December 7 at 6:30 pm 

We hope the lighting of the remembrance candles was very meaningful to all.  We would 

like to thank Pat Harris and Chris TenBroeke for setting up the candle table. 

The Boy Scouts set up the Christmas trees in the sanctuary and parlor on Wednesday, 

November 23rd at 6 pm for the òHanging of the Greensó on Sunday, November 27th 

during the 10:30 am service.  This date marks the beginning of the Advent season.  
 

Each person is invited to bring an ornament to put on the tree in the sanctuary during 

Advent.  Please put your name on your ornament. 
 

Our sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias on December 18th.  Also, our Christ-

mas program will take place on that day. 
 

Christmas Eve service is at 7:30 pm on Dec. 24th with a fellowship time before the ser-

vice.  There will be punch and cookies served in the parlor beginning at 6:30 pm.  Holy 

Communion will be served on Christmas Day by intiction. 
 

Merry Christmas from the Worship Committee Pat Harris, Pat Peck, Kyung-Hee Swi-

hart, Chris TenBroeke and Pastor Maggie. 

Melt the Mortgage Reminder  ð Contributions are 

due in by the end of December. 
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Faith, Hope and Hardbacks  
Our next book will be òLilaó by Marilynne Robison. Lila, homeless and alone after years 

of roaming the countryside, steps inside a small-town Iowa church, the only available shelter 

from the rain and ignites a romance and a debate that will reshape her life.  We will meet 

December 7 at 6:00 pm for dinner and discussion.  Please come join us for our discussions 

of this book. 

Looking ahead in January, òTo Kill a Mockingbirdó and òGo Set a Watchmanó both 

authored by Harper Lee for the meeting on January 25, 2017. 

We would like to thank the church family for all the donations you 

have given to the preschool in November. We appreciate your gen-

erosity greatly! God Bless, 

Faith Preschool Teachers 

Thank you to all who have so generously supported the FISH food pantry in Huber Heights.  Deliveries of 17 

bags in October and 24 bags in November were very gratefully received.  The food that is donated in De-

cember will be delivered to the Adopt-a-Family recipients. 
 

Undies Sundays will be taking place in January!  Once again, as part of our partnership with Valley Forge Ele-

mentary School, we will be collecting socks, underwear and mittens for students there who may need them.  

Thank you for your support in this mission. 

Christmas Greetings sent to Cameroon  

We have mailed Christmas greetings to Alice Dibo's church in Cameroon, the Presbyterian Church - Kumba 

Mbeng Congregation, led by Rev Besong Johnson.  A group photo of our congregation and a copy of our 

new church brochure were included with a card.  We plan to continue to share fellowship with them 

throughout the seasons.  What a joy to celebrate our oneness in Christ with our brothers and sisters across 

the world! 

Mission and Outreach  

Jo Hall (C) & Ellen Mayhew (CC) 

Next meeting is December 1 at 6:00 pm 
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Faithful Few Youth Group - Operation Christmas Child  

Thank you for your generous support of this mission project!  What a wonderful lesson in watching gifts 

multiply:  With monetary donations of $246 and gift items, we assembled 22 shoeboxes and had some 

money left for shipping; the Preschool joined in with seven shoeboxes, one assembled by each class with do-

nations from its students; and then our congregation donated ten more.  A grand total of 39 shoeboxes 

were dedicated during the worship service on November 13th and are now headed to children across the 

world, with our message of hope and joy in the birth of Jesus tucked inside! 

"2016 Christmas Joy Offering"  

A cherished Presbyterian tra-

dition since the 1930's, the 

Christmas Joy Offering is one 

of four special offerings desig-

nated by the General Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) Because Ad-

vent and Christmas shine a 

light not only on our world's 

greatest hope but also on our world's greatest need, 

the PC(USA) provides this timely opportunity for 

congregations to support causes specifically designed 

to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in 
circumstance or spirit.  Alongside the message of 

promise and fulfillment in Luke's Gospel, we also 

hear the clear call to God's people to respond in 

faith as Christ calls us: "From everyone to whom 

much has been given, much will be required; and 

from the one to whom much has been entrusted, 

even more will be demanded." (Luke 12:48). 
 

Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering are divided 

evenly, with half going to support Presbyterian Racial 
Ethnic Education and half to the assistance programs 

of the Board of Pensions.  Your gift works for those 

who have so faithfully served our church.  This of-

fering will be collected on Sunday, December 18th. 

Stewardship: Giving to Live  

We are all aware that for the last three or four 

years Faith Presbyterian Church has struggled finan-

cially.  In fact, some have expressed concern that 

the church is dying.  What has occurred the last 

two years; however, belies this.  Session has made 

significant changes to the budget, in some cases re-

ducing expenses and also by increasing revenue 

through renegotiating reimbursement the church 

receives from other organizations such as the pre-

school and Board of Elections.  As a result of these 

efforts and increased giving on the part of the con-

gregation, through August our revenue was meeting 

expenses, though we lost a little ground in Septem-
ber with a $4000 deficit.  However, compared to 

last year this is a major improvement.  Last yearõs 

deficit through September was four times as great, 

$16,000.  We will have to continue to support the 

church, but this does not suggest a dying church.  

Part of this support includes giving more, if we can, 

or at least maintaining our pledges when we are 

able.  Thinking Faith Presbyterian Church is a dying 

church can become a self-fulfilling prophecy if we let 

it.  Our continued support both with our hard work 

and financially can prevent this. 
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