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Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!
Happy Easter Everyone!
Do you believe that we are on the upswing of this pandemic? Do
you believe that soon we will be able to be together in a more
relaxed manner? Maybe even have a cup of coffee? Or do you
expect these things to happen?
With credit to Donna Schaper in her book, Calmly Plotting the
Resurrection, it’s enlightening to consider the difference between
these two words: believe and expect. Do you remember the end of
the Apostle’s Creed? I believe in …the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Another just as valid and perhaps more
literal translation of “believe” is “expect.” So instead we have, “I
expect the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.” How
does changing that one word give these words a bit of a different
meaning?
When we expect something good to happen, we have an extra skip
in our step. Don’t you think? We have something to look forward
to. Expecting something also takes it out of our heads and into
our hearts. At least I think so! Another translation of “I believe”
that I have heard recently is, “I give my heart to.” What have you
and I given our hearts to lately? What do we expect will happen
this year? When we expect something, we live as if it’s the truth
already.
This year I’m going to expect new life; not only in the sense that
it’s almost time to mow the grass again, but in the sense of new
opportunities and new ways of being the church together. Do you
have a neighbor or friend who might enjoy the community at
Faith Church? If so, expect they will say “yes” when you invite
them to church with you! And as for me, I’m expecting to be able
to see a bit better soon. I’m having cataract surgery on both my
eyes in April, so I’ll be taking some time off to enjoy my new
eyesight.
Here’s to new life in Christ and new life all around us. Expect
God’s miracles to touch your life and to touch Faith Church. And
give thanks for that extra skip in your step!

Easter Blessings,
Pastor Julia
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Finances:

Chairperson: Greg Hughes

Feb

YTD

Income:

$ 16,563

$ 32,674

Expenses:

$ 8,561

$ 22,339

Difference:

$ 8,002

$ 10,336

Next Meeting: Apr 8 at 7 PM

Financial Secretary: Don Niece
Treasurer: Diane Grycz
Support: Paul Brown
• Thank you to everyone keeping your pledges up to date. We ended the month of February with
$8,002 greater than expenses. God is Good!
• We were approved for the Paycheck Protection Program at $12,700. Faith Preschool also was
approved for the PPP. Yes, God is Good!
• Insurance proposal was reviewed and approved.


Insurance Board Proposal Review, flex plan is the proposal and currently our plan is called
Classic.



This switch will save us $1500/year.



The size of our church compared to other small churches, this seems like a good fit for our
church.

• Preschool had a toilet seat replaced.
• A ballast needs replaced for a light on the preschool side in classroom #3.
• We continue to battle roof leaks, and are going to need to investigate a new one.

Session Notes

March 2021

Session met on March 11 continuing to meet by Zoom for safety. Pastor Julia continues so show her
care for us as she calls, texts, and sends cards, and makes hospital and nursing home visits. A report
on the preschool was received from Kelley Britt, finances are in good shape and enrollment for next
year is open. Nominating Committee continues to seek members willingly to serve in various
positions of office and committees, if you feel the call, please contact Cyndi Adams. Treasure Diane
Grycz reported that finances continue strong, and that Faith has received $12,700 in Payroll
Protection Program funds. A new insurance contract has been approved that will save the church
about $1,500 annually
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In the Beginning, God created the heavens and the Earth.
Genesis 1:1
The Earth is our home
So blue and so green
So let’s do our part
To keep the Earth clean!
This year, we celebrate Earth Day on Thursday, April 22. The
connection that we have to nature, plants, and the land is integral to our health and all that we are.
Earth Day reminds us to take care of our planet—whether it’s cleaning up litter, planting more trees,
recycling and repurposing, or going on a walk in a green space amidst the wildflowers. The Five
Rivers Metropark Adopt-A-Park Cleanup is on hold this year, but there is no stopping you from
going out on your own or with your family in our community. Spring is a good time to get out and
take a hike or walk in your neighborhood. An added benefit of taking that hike is getting A free
dose of vitamin D. Outdoor exercise is a way to get your vitamin D through sunlight. Take a trash
bag with you so you can pick up any litter you might see while you are out. Happy Earth Day!

Mission and Outreach Committee
Faith Volunteers
Mission and Outreach Committee has scheduled another
volunteer day with the Food Bank. We will be working
outside at the Life Enrichment Center, 425 N. Findlay St.
Dayton on Wednesday, April 28. The hours are 9:30—
12:00. There is a blank spot that everyone can fill. If you are
interested please call Mary Skare at 937-689-2089.
Everyone is welcome!
Thank You so much from FISH! 24 bags of groceries recently were
delivered. All your donations have made a difference in our community!

One thing remains steadfast and true: We are the Church, together, no matter
where we are, and the Church belongs with those struggling for justice,
righteousness and peace for life.
The Special Offerings of the PC(USA), including One Great Hour of Sharing,
offer the whole Church a way to embody Matthew 25. Our gifts directly
support people experiencing hunger, homelessness, thirst, imprisonment,
sickness and deprivation, as well as welcoming the stranger.
Please give generously on April 4th Easter Sunday so that our Church will continue to become, as
Isaiah said, “repairers of the breach.” And as we always say: When we all do a little, it adds up a lot.
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Our next meeting will be May 5th at 9:30 at church.

Easter has arrived. The Lord has risen, hallelujah!
Our worship services continue to be both in-person and on zoom.
Sarah emails a link to Sunday’s Zoom Worship with a electronic
bulletin by Thursday of each week. If you have questions or wish to
learn more please contact the church and we will help you get set
up to worship with us.
The recorded service is also posted on our web site by Sunday night. You can access it at
www.faithchurchpcusa.org/ We are still following health guidelines requested by the C.D.C which
includes masks, social distancing, and sanitation. As the weather gets better we look forward to
meeting outside occasionally.

The Presbyterian Women meet the second Thursday of the month at 1 pm. The 2020-2021 PW/
Horizons Bible study, Into the light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, art and text by
Lynn Miller and Suggestions for Leaders by Dee Koza, revives lament as a proper theological
response to the difficult situations of our world. One of the foundational points of the study is that, in
scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After crying out to God, the one who laments remembers
God. And while that doesn’t fix things in the moment—the injustice, the loss, the wrong still exist—
the one who laments is strengthened to face the world and to hope.
We supplied 50 Easter bags to the Preschoolers. They contained small toys, jokes, and candy.
We urge you to call the pastor or send information to the prayer chain if prayers are needed for you
or friends. We even encourage you to call your friends and have a chat. Worship & Nurture keeps
each of you in our prayers as the challenging time continues. As the spring weather continues to
improve and we all get our vaccine, we hope to you all begin to return to worship with us. Please
continue to stay well.

Sincerely,
Cyndi Adams, Chris TenBroeke, Sami Adams, and Jo Hall.
Thanks to everyone who donated money, candy, and toys for the Easter bags. They were very
much appreciated by the preschoolers. I hope next year we will be able to have a Easter Egg Hunt
again.
Samantha Adams (Sunday School Superintendent)

Save the Date—Wednesday, May 19th for our next Sweet Communion Book Group
gathering!
Time and place (live versus Zoom) TBD.
Our book is After the Last Border, by Jessica Goudeau. It is the true story of two
immigrant families, one from Myanmar and one from Syria, who come to this country
in the 2000s. One critic writes, "Absolutely breathtaking. A story of the unbelievable
resilience of two refugee families, worlds apart, and the desperate humanitarian crisis
that brought them to our doorstep." Dayton Metro Library has copies, and it is also
available in e-book format.
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In Ms. Jurgen & Mrs.
Richardson’s
class
the children got a
visit from a bunny,
Mr. Nibbles.
Mr.
Nibbles is a therapy
bunny
and
our
MVCTC
student
teacher, Ms. Cassidy,
brings him to visit
the kids from time
to time!

In Mrs. Peters’ class
they used the Dr.
Seuss book Green Eggs
and Ham to help teach
the children about
rhyming! The children
got to participate in a
cooking experience by
making green eggs!
When you have green
eggs you have to have
ham to go with it!

In Mrs. Ramos’ classes she read
the book The Cat in the Hat by
Dr. Seuss to help the children
with rhyming. For their activity
they made Cat in the Hat hats
and made rhyming words to go
with them.

In Ms. Maddie
& Mrs. Dunkle’s
Class they got
to make slime
during our 5
senses week.
They were able
to use 4 out of
their 5 senses
in this activity!
Mrs. Richardson’s class had some great
pictures to remind us that it is always
good to get outside and get some fresh
air!

Thank you for all of your support this year! We couldn’t have done it without your support!
Blessings, Kelley Britt
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HOSANNA
Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Mark 11:9

Paper Plate Easter Basket Craft
Materials:
Paper Plates (2 per basket)
Watercolor paints
Scissors
Stapler
Washi tape (optional)
Step 1: On the inside of the plate, draw a circle in the middle to the desired size. This will be the
bottom of the basket. Next, draw 5 evenly spaced, curved lines from the outside of the circle in the
middle to the edge of the plate. These will be cut. No need to draw perfect lines, this is the inside of
the watercolor Easter basket and will not be seen.
Step 2: Time to get your paint on! Make sure you have a covered painting surface (newspaper works
well or plastic table cloth). Flip the plate over and paint the back of it. Make sure you paint all the
way out to the edges of the plate, as these will be the parts that are best seen on the basket. Allow
paper plates to dry completely.
Step 3: When the plates are completely dry, cut along the curved lines you drew, stopping at the
circle in the middle. DO NOT CUT THROUGH THE CIRCLE! This is the base of the basket,

everything will fall out!
Step 4: Fold each flap over the other and staple together. Go all the way around the plate until all
sides are stapled to each other.
Step 5 Cut a strip down the center of your second paper plate, you can make them 1-1/2 inch wide.
Paint or decorate it how you wish, then affix in a rainbow fashion over the basket and staple it to
each side. I used washi tape on my handles, but you can decorate them however you’d like. Add your
Easter grass, treats, and a few eggs, and you’re all finished!

April 2021

7

Memorial Flower Gift
On first Sunday of the month the
Worship and Nurture committee
places flowers arrangement on
the chancel in memory / honor of
loved ones of the family of Faith.

1

Sondra Derrickson

2

Amber Sturgill

3

Robyn O’Bryan

4

John Derrickson
Kyson Kawanishi

If you would like to provide a
flower arrangement in memory/ honor of a loved
one return the following form with your donation to
Samantha. The arrangements cost $18 for one and
$36 for two, make the checks payable to Faith
Presbyterian Church. Your Gift will be recognized in
the bulletin, unless you ask otherwise. Please check
the form if you would like to pick up the
arrangements after worship, otherwise it will be
delivered to someone who needs a little cheer. For
more information please contact Samantha Adams.
Please accept my donation of $18____ $36____
For the Memorial flowers fund in
Memory of / Honor of

7

Dagny Fetters

8

Eric Mayhew

11

Julia Williamson

14

Chuck Doran

__________________________________

16

Ellen Mayhew

__________________________________

17

Andrea (Andi) Sharp

__________________________________

20

Brian Kawanishi

27

Diane Grycz

22 Michael & Diane Grycz
Maria Beimly, Jan
Schroeder, Iris Anderson,
Bob Christian, Debbie
Moore, George O’Bryan,
Beth Griffin, Mary
Swartzel, Norma Lesher,
Bev Brown and Betsy
Morris

__________________________________
__________________________________

__________________________________
Given By:___________________________
__________________________________

I would like to pick up the arrangement _____

Remembering to thank a friend!
Faith would like to thank our former Pastor Rev.
James Conley for generous donations over the past
year. Many times these donations have been to
honor Faith by purchasing flowers for Sunday
Morning Worship. Rev. Conley served as pastor
from October 1959 – August 1963.
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