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“Forget about what’s happened; don’t keep going over old history.
Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see
it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19, The Message)
Happy February to all! As I write this, Punxsutawney Phil hasn’t given his verdict yet, so I
don’t know if we’re in for an early spring or not. Do you remember the movie Groundhog Day? Bill
Murray (who plays a TV weatherman aptly named Phil) reluctantly visits Punxsutawney, PA on
Groundhog Day and gets stuck in time, so that he is forced to live the same day over and over again.
He finally breaks out of his time trap when he supposedly gets everything right because he has
become a nicer person and has realized what it means to truly love and help others.
It is easy for churches to get caught in the same kind of cycle. We laugh when we hear
someone say that the last great seven words of the church are: “but we’ve always done it that way.”
And yet there is much truth there! We all feel more comfortable with the tried and true than we do
with the new and unknown.
That said, you may have noticed that The Disciple looks quite different this month. Sarah,
Samantha and Ellen have been working together to make it so that The Disciple appears in the body of
your email instead of as an attachment. This is a good thing not only because some folks are unable to
open the attachment, but also because the change is a move to keep up with new technology that is
always evolving, and to make it easier for everyone to read. We hope you like the change, but please
be patient as it may take a few months to get it just right.
What else is new at Faith Church? Faith Preschool has a new director, Mrs. Kelley Britt! You
can read more from her in this Disciple too. Many blessings to Kelley as she begins to learn what the
job entails and then takes over for Mrs. Amy Feagle in June. Blessings to Amy too as she begins a
new director position. Faith has been blessed with Amy’s excellent leadership for the past 15 years.
Please look for both Amy and Kelley at the next two Preschool Sundays on March 15 and May 17 and
thank them and wish them well.
Although we cannot and need not forget the past, we are better off focusing on the here and
now. The only time we can really meet God is the present moment. How will you live your moments
this month?
Hope to see you on Sunday,

Pastor Julia
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Chairperson: Greg Hughes

Finances: January

YTD

Financial Secretary: Don Niece

Income:

$10,963

$135,316

Treasurer: Diane Grycz

Expenses: $10,345

$141,274

Support: Paul Brown

Difference:

618

(55,958)

Next Meeting: Feb 6th at 7 PM
Here is a summary of some of this month’s happenings
Completed
1. The church audit was passed.
2. Korrect plumbing was out to repair the women’s bathroom toilet.
3. Two new head sets for hearing assist were received, one of them was replaced due to a short.
4. $406 overages for copier. Preschool paid this.
5. We received $350 rent from the voting polls held here at the church.
6. $1045 was donated to the church in memory of Maxine M. Kawanishi.
7. 2020 pledges received $101,960
To Do
1. The lights are needing replaced in the parlor, committee will investigate getting a lift to do
the job.
2. A handicap sign in the parking lot needs repaired.

January 2020
Session met January 16th. Pastoral visits and
serving communion to those not able to worship
with us on Sunday mornings continues to be an
important part of Pastor Julia’s schedule. She
officiated at Maxine Kawanishi’s memorial service.
Lenten study will begin March 4th for five weeks.
Session
approved
February
23th
for
a
congregational meeting to review the annual report.
The Nomination Committee continues to look for candidates to serve on a Pastor Nominating
Committee since the search for a new pastor cannot start until the PNC is formed. Kelley Britt has
been hired as the new director for the preschool. The Session and committees continue to review
their organization structure to assure efficiency and to determine if the size of the Session can be
reduced without compromising its ability to function.
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Connectional Support/Per Capita

During the pledge season each year we are
asked to contribute also to the connectional
support and per capita funds that Faith sends
to the Presbytery of the Miami Valley. There is
a lot of confusion regarding what these
“different” funds are and why we are asked for
them. Most of the confusion is just a result of
terminology, they are both the same thing but
supporting different levels within the PC
(USA). Within the Presbytery of the Miami
Valley, Connectional Support funds are local the moneys that support the activities of the
Presbytery of the Miami Valley.
The
designation “per capita” refers to the funds
that support the higher-level church structure,
the Synods and General Assembly.
The PC(USA) is a connectional church, each of us supporting and encouraging our member
churches and their congregations. The Connectional Support funds are used to support the
Presbytery staff that guides and serves us, aiding each congregation when needed for
transitional support, nurturing our youth, training for Elders and Deacons, support for older
members and Pastors, and outreach programs such as Habitat for Humanity. The Per Capita
funds support the Synod of the Covenant and General Assembly in similar fashion. The
Synod provides support to the presbyteries and their churches through education programs,
consulting assistance, and educational scholarships. The General Assembly connects with all
Presbyterians and others through training and supporting church leaders, engaging in
communities as neighbors, engaging in social justice issues, and engaging in ecumenical and
interreligious witness and relationships locally and world-wide. We’ve seen this locally
recently through the response of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program including the
funds and personnel they’ve sent to respond to the Memorial Day tornadoes.
For both as individuals and as churches of the presbytery, providing these funds are
voluntary. Your Session has for many years believed in and agreed to commit to funding our
assessed share of both connectional support and per capita requests. At the same time, the
Leadership Council of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley commits to Synod and General
Assembly to cover the full assessed per capita requests. Not all congregants, and not all
churches, can commit to these requests. The expectation is that, where possible, we will
commit to providing the requested funds, and if possible provide more to help support others
to make up the difference when others are unable to make a commitment. Where individual
contributions do not meet the allocated amounts the difference, of course, is drawn from
general operating funds, both at the church level and at Presbytery. The Presbytery commits,
and requests local churches to commit, to fulfilling our covenant as a connectional church to
support each other and, especially, the least among us.
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FISH - We delivered 14 bags of groceries in December. Mrs.
Morgan’s preschool class has been helping us support the
FISH food pantry. During the month of February they will
be bringing in cereal to put in our food baskets. Thank you
to the preschoolers and Mrs. Morgan.

House of Bread Volunteering-Please “Save the Date” Saturday,
April 4th, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Hard work, but so rewarding.

Scout Sunday/Souper Bowl– February 2
On Scout Sunday, Troop 490 will lead us in collecting for the
Souper Bowl of Caring. Souper Bowl is a national youth
partnership of local groups calling attention to hunger charity;
we’ve selected the Huber Heights FISH food pantry for ours.
Afterward worship, we will celebrate with a soup luncheon
hosted by the Mission and Outreach Committee. Please

support our Scouts and enjoy soup and fellowship time with them!

Blanket Sunday-February 16th
Our Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley.
Rev. Terry Kukuk said “When you are staying in a temporary
shelter something as simple as a CWS soft blanket to keep you
warm can provide you with a little piece of comfort and dignity.”
This is so true. Our church will be taking a special offering on
February 16th to help provide blankets to people all over the
world. It’s easy to donate a blanket to someone who’s cold! It just
costs $10.00 to wrap someone in the U.S. (last year over
$120,000 were given in the U.S.) or around the world in warmth.
Special offering envelopes will be in the bulletins on February
16th. Last year our church raised $460 for the Blanket program.
Your donation each year is a blessing reaching many families. All
checks should be made payable to Faith Presbyterian Church.
“ And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need.” Hebrews 13:16
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Eat Well for a Good Cause CFC & Worship Fundraiser
Wendy’s 7435 Brandt Pike
Feb. 18th. 5:00-8:00 pm

Join Wendy's in a fundraiser for our Worship &
Christian Formation. 15% of proceeds will go to Faith's
programs. This fundraiser will provide funds to
congregational programs throughout the year. You
must present a flyer in order for the church to get
credit.
Please speak with Kyung-Hee Swihart for more
information!

Looking ahead to Lent…
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in. I needed clothes
and you clothed me. I was sick and you looked after me. I was in prison and you
came to visit me.” (Matthew 25:35-36.)
Ash Wednesday is February 26. You are invited for a simple soup supper at
6PM followed by a time of worship together at 7PM. And then on the following
five Wednesdays (four in March and April 1), 6:00-7:15 PM, we will again share
soup, salad and bread together and have a time of conversation based on the
Lenten Devotional “Becoming a Beloved Community,” by Presbyterians Today
magazine working together with the Presbytery of the Pacific. The Miami Valley Presbytery
recently voted to become a “Matthew 25 Presbytery” and in turn invites the churches to consider
this also. This could mean many different things in different contexts, but the focus is on reaching
out to your community in order to “dismantle racism, eradicate poverty and revitalize ministries by
serving others boldly.” Copies of the devotional are available for $3.
Sweet Communion Book Club

February 19

The Faith Club is a memoir of spiritual reflections in three voices that will make readers feel as if
they are eavesdropping on the authors' private conversations, provocative discussions, and often
controversial opinions and conclusions. The authors wrestle
with the issues of antisemitism, prejudice against Muslims,
and preconceptions of Christians at a time when
fundamentalists dominate the public face of Christianity.
They write beautifully and affectingly of their families, their
losses and grief, their fears and hopes for themselves and
their loved ones. And as the authors reveal their deepest
beliefs, readers watch the blossoming of a profound interfaith
friendship and the birth of a new way of relating to others.
This book is available in many formats including kindle and
audio format. Join us for a light soup dinner and wonderful
conversation.
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Blankets By Faith
We meet every Wednesday of the month
at 10:30. Come join us to make a quilt/
blanket for those in kids in need.
Donations are welcomed: money, fabric,
batting, and yarn.

Fellowship Hour
Volunteers are needed to provide baked
goods and beverages for after Sunday
Worship.

Lunch Bunch
Lunch
Bunch
cordially invites all
of you to a n
afternoon Luncheon
on February 13 at
12 pm. We are going
to 8331 Troy Pike, Huber Heights, Ohio.
Come join us for a fun filled afternoon of
great food and conversation.

You may sign up to bring in the baked
goods and beverages or donate money.
Speak Samantha Adams to find out how
you become involved.

Kitchen and Parlor Etiquette
Remember that you are one of many who use the Kitchen/Parlor in our church. And
so let’s all try to keep them clean for all to enjoy.
Load the dishwasher and run when full.
Wipe down all surfaces after use.
Sweep kitchen and parlor.
Put trash and recyclables in their proper place.
Empty and rinse coffee pots.
Take home your leftovers unless there is a plan for using them at another time.
Date and Label all items left in refrigerators and kitchen.
Leave a note if supplies are getting low.
Thank you in advance for following these guidelines so that no one takes on more than their fair
share of the work.

Yours Truly,
The Kitchen Crew
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Hello, my name is Kelley Britt and starting next June, I will be
the Preschool Director at Faith Preschool. I fell in love with
Faith Preschool when I had my youngest daughter enrolled
here. I loved coming into her class and hanging out with the
kids, helping the teachers and watching my daughter grow and
learn. Amy Feagle asked me if I would like to sub in her class
and I eventually started teaching here full time. I have worked
at Faith Preschool now for nine years and have grown in my
position by receiving my Child Development Associate (CDA)
Credential in 2016. I didn’t realize before I became a teacher
but teaching children has now become my passion.
Starting in January, I will be training with Amy to learn the
responsibilities of my position. I am excited to work alongside
her and learn from her. I have watched her give her heart and
soul to Faith Preschool and what an example I have to learn
from and I feel very fortunate.
My family was an Air Force family and I’ve lived all around the
globe. My dad medically retired in Dayton and I haven’t moved from the area since that time. I am
married to my amazing husband, Brian, who was born and raised in Huber Heights and we have two
beautiful daughters, Faith (16) and Kara (15). Faith has such a sweet spirit. She is in band at Bethel
High School and plays the saxophone. She is an Ambassador in Girl Scouts and is getting ready to
work on her project for her Gold Award as she finishes her Girl Scout journey! She also works at the
Daily Grind in Tipp City serving people coffee and ice cream! She loves it. Kara is such an exciting
miracle in our lives. She is a cheerleader at Bethel and LOVES it! We are in the middle of basketball
season and what a blessing it is to see her shine like the star she is! She also loves tumbling and she
works very hard at it. We also have two dogs, Sophie, and a new puppy named Izze. I love spending
time with my family and our dogs and also enjoy walking and reading when I have time.

I believe Amy’s next journey of starting a new preschool at First Christian Church is truly stepping
out in her faith and it reminds me of the story of Noah and how he obeyed God’s calling. It is so
exciting to witness this amazing experience with her.
I am thrilled to start this Director position alongside you as we partner together to keep Faith
Preschool the amazing preschool that it is!
Blessings,
Kelley Britt
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Memorial Flowers
The First Sunday of
each
month,
the
Worship
Committee
places two flower
arrangements in the
chancel in memory or
honor of loved ones of
the Family of Faith.
If you would like to provide an arrangement in
memory or honor of a loved one, please return
the following form with your donation to
Samantha. The arrangements cost $18.00 each
or $36.00 for two, Make the checks payable to
Faith Presbyterian Church. Your gift will be
recognized in the bulletin unless you ask
otherwise. Please check the form if you would
like to pick up the arrangement after worship,
otherwise, it will be delivered to someone who
needs a little cheer.
For more information please contact

Maria Beimly
Bob & Emily Christian
Valerie Edwards
Beth Griffin
Norma Lesher
Betsy Morris
Sets Nagaoka
Ed & Pat Peck
George O’Bryan

Samantha Adams (937)252-7865.

Jan Schroeder

Memorial Flower Gift

Ernie Stockton

Please accept my donation of

Mary Swartzel

$18.00

$36.00 (2)

For the memorial flower Fund in Memory of/Honor
of

___________________________________

Winter Weather
Reminder:

___________________________________

If bad weather is in the area, we will notify
Channel 2 and Channel 7. You can check
your TV for this information.

Given By:____________________________

Any activities or Worship Service
Cancellations will be announced on these two
channels.

I would like to pick up the arrangements

February 2020

Faith Presbyterian Church Disciple

9

Valentines Mailbox
Materials needed:
Kleenex box or shoe box (cut hole in)
Construction paper (colors your child likes)
Glue or glue stick
Crayons, markers, colored pencils
Foam heart shapes, and letters (other shapes may be used)
Glitter
Jewels
Clear contact paper

Directions:


Empty Kleenex box of tissues if you haven’t already.



Cut the contact paper to fit the sides of your tissue box and cut hole out of the
one where the hole is.



Take glue and glue construction paper to box.



Decorate with foam shapes, cut out hearts of construction paper, put name on, or
decorate with crayons.



Cut contact paper to size of box sides and place over finished project, cut hole in
top.



Your kids now have a mailbox for their valentines cards to go in.
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3

Terry Harmeyer

5

Emily Swihart

6

Valerie Edwards

7

Kyung-Hee Swihart
Tyler Sturgill

13

Share your message of love

Denise Standley
Nat Davis

Make tray favors for a local hospital, nursing home,
nutrition project or home-delivered meal program.

15

Barbara Ellis

You will need for each:

18

Mark Jenks

19

Stefanie Doran

White, unlined index cards (4x6)
Red & pink construction paper

Scott Mayhew

Markers-green, black

20

Glue or glue stick


Fold card in half



Cut 3 hearts from colored paper. Make them

Jan Schroeder
Kevin Sharp

about 1 inch high.


Glue the hearts on the left side, overlap a little.



Use marker to make “stems” from the hearts

14

they’ll look like a bouquet of flowers.


On the right side print a message or a verse, such
as “Jesus Loves You.



Give to the person or place you choose to give
them too and tell what to do with them.

25

Jim & Jean Gayley

Mark & Kyung -Hee Swihart
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Sun

3

Mon

Scout Sunday/ 8:15 am Exercise
Souper Bowl 6 pm Girl Scouts
9:30 S. School
10:30 Worship
3:00 Boy Scouts

10

17

24
8:15 am Exercise

9:30 S. School 8:15 am Exercise
10:30 Worship 6 pm Girl Scouts
3:00 Boy Scouts

Blanket Sunday President’s Day

Neutral Pulpit
9:30 S. School 8:15 am Exercise
10:30 Worship 6 pm Girl Scouts
3:00 Boy Scouts

16
23
Congregational 6 pm Girl Scouts
meeting
9:30 S. School
10:30 Worship

4

Tue

4:15 pm tutoring

11
4:15 pm tutoring

18
4:15 pm tutoring
5:00 pm Wendy’s
fundraiser 15%

5

12

Wed

7:30 pm Choir

8:15 am Exercise
8:30a Worship/CFC
10:30 am Blankets

8:15 am Exercise
10:30 am Blankets

1 pm Presby.Women
7:30 pm Choir

19

8:15 am Exercise
10:30 am Blankets
6:00 pm book club
7:30 pm Choir

6

Thu

7

14

Fri

6 pm Girl Scouts 8:15 am Exercise
6:00 pm Missions/
Outreach

7p Admin

7 pm Session

6:00 p Girl Scouts 8:15 am Exercise

1

8

15

22

29

Sat

Chris Adams

Chris TenBroeke

Kyung-Hee Swihart

28

6:30 p Girl Scouts 8:15 am Exercise

21

6:30 p Girl Scouts 8:15 am Exercise

12 pm Lunch Bunch Happy Valentine

13

20
26Ash Wednesday 27

Boy Scouts

Mary Skare

Iris Anderson

25

4:15 pm tutoring

8:15 am Exercise
10:30 am Blankets
6:00 pm Soup dinner
7:00 pm Worship srvc

Pat Harris

Cathy Gonzales

Cyndi Adams

Ellen Mayhew

NURSERY

2/2

Iris Anderson

Deacons

Bev Brown

USHER

2/9

Ellen Mayhew

Marge Zepernick

GREETER

2/16

Kyung-Hee Swihart

Communion servers:
DATE
WORSHIP

2/23

