January 2022

The Disciple
Faith Presbyterian Church’s Monthly Newsletter
5555 Chambersburg Rd. Huber Heights, Ohio 45424
Happy New Year Everyone! Can you believe it’s 2022? As one person said, hopefully 2022 is not
“2020 too!” Ha ha. Regardless of what the year holds, we will persevere in what we do best at Faith
Church—caring, connecting and serving the community, as well as worshipping, prayer and supporting one another. What would you like to see happen at Faith Church this year? How should we be
spending our precious time and resources? What missions are most important to you? Please share
them with me. I would love to hear from you.
This prayer was included in our Advent devotional book this year, Keep Watch with Me
(p.149) and was written by Jeannie Alexander, the director of No Exceptions Prison Collective and
“lover of all things wild and untamed.” I think it speaks to what we try to be all about.
Amma,
Make me an instrument of your fire.
Make me the breath in the lungs that scream for justice.
Make me the tears on a mother’s face holding the body of her child scorched by war.
Make me a stone thrown at a tank.
Make me the key to open cell doors.
Make me the darkness to hide those fleeing across a desert.
Make me the ocean that guides a refugee’s boat.
Make me the scarf covering the face of Antifa.
Make me a vaccination in a free clinic.
Make me farmland never touched by chemicals.
Make me a guitar played by a prisoner’s hands.
Make me a song of joy on a child’s lips in Syria.
Make me, make me, just keep making me, God,
Until there is nothing left to transform, and then let me dissolve into you.

Wishing you many blessings in the New Year,
Pastor Julia
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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Finances:

Nov

YTD

Chairperson: Greg Hughes

Income:

$ 7,218

$124,710

Financial Secretary: Don Niece

Expenses:

$ 7,693

$ 113,734

Treasurer: Diane Grycz

Difference: $ (475)

$ 10,976

Support: Paul Brown and Keith Williams
Next Meeting: Jan 6th at 7 PM
Below is a summary of some of the work done this past month:
1. A service call was made for the front doors to correct the locking the mechanism.

2. The roof was cleaned of sticks and leaves by the scouts.
3. The bushes out front have been trimmed.
4. Preschool had Korrect plumbing repair a sticking toilet in the girl’s bathroom.
5. Pastor Julia's name is now displayed on the sign out front.
6. The church financials have been audited.

Final quarterly payment was made for our yearly Connectional Support and Per Capita.

Session Notes

December 2021

Session met on December 9 by Zoom. Pastor Julia attended both UCC and Presbytery meetings and
led preschool chapel. She continues visitations and phone calls to watch over our flock, including
communion to those unable to join us in worship. The finances remain steady, and income continues
sufficient to cover expenses. Preschool Director Kelley Britt advised that registration for next year
will begin after Jan. 1. She lamented that many of the children, especially among the three-year old
group, appear to be behind in development. Session approved the 2022 budget. This will be
reviewed with the congregation after the first of the year. There was much joy in Session both for
approving membership of Susie and Harry Tomkins and in accepting a large donation in honor of
Bill and Beth Griffin.

Thank you everyone for the generous gift I received at the Christmas Eve service from "Santa."

Thank

you also for the cookies, cards and other goodies. I appreciate all of them.
I feel very blessed to be your pastor and am looking forward to 2022 as Faith
Church continues to walk the path God would have us follow. I pray that
together we can continue to discern that path and that it won't be too muddy. I
was planning on doing some hiking while on vacation this week, but I'm not a
fan of mud, the spiritual kind nor the kind that sticks to your boots!

Blessings for 2022,
Pastor Julia
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Our next meeting will be January 5th at 9:30 at the church.

Advent is done and a New Year is beginning. Welcome to 2022.
In 2022 we continue to worship in person, Zoom, and post the
video on our website at https://www.faithchurchpcusa.org/ for
those unable to come.
The feast of the Epiphany, January 6th, is just
around the corner. This day is celebrated to mark
the official end of the Christmas season. It is believed that on this day, the
three wise men( Melchior, Casper, and Balthazar) presented baby Jesus
with the symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
We wish you all a safe and happy start to the New Year
Cyndi Adams, Chris TenBroeke, Jo Hall, Pat Harris, and Sami Adams.
The Presbyterian Women study continues to meet on the second Thursday of the
month to study the lessons my grandmother taught me.

This Month’s Sunday Leaders
Worship Leader

Sunday Usher

2

Mary Skare

Chris TenBroeke

9

Ellen Mayhew

Chris Adams

16

Jan Gifford

Greg Hughes

23

Pat Harris

Doris & Clay Harmsworth

30

Sheryl Williams

Cyndi Adams

The Wednesday Blanket ministry continues to meet every
week at 10:30 AM. We made over a 100 blankets last year and all
were donated to Project Linus or Simple Street Ministry. Simple Street
ministry is Christians with a heart to help any in need. Normally they
meet in Dayton outside the RTA hub and distribute winter needs and
food.

In the early hours of December 11th, several
tornadoes ripped through multiple U.S. states,
resulting in extensive damage and significant loss of
life. The blankets blessed on Blanket Sunday were
sent to Grace Life Church in the affected area of
Mayfield KY. The ladies also gifted socks and
handmade scarves which were also given as
Christmas gifts to families in the city of Mayfield.
Thank you to all who donated material to this
ministry. We are always grateful for donations and it
is never wasted. What was too small for blankets was
turned into scarves.
We have all types of people, some who sew, some tie
blankets and some that just come to talk, but all are
welcome.(See Presbyterian Disaster Assistance next pg.)
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the Adopt-A-Family
Christmas project.
We want to thank the Girl Scouts, whose gifts of toys went to the five children in the family. The
congregation gave about 29 gifts and donated $230 for perishable foods and a Kroger gift card as
well as about 10bags of groceries from the food collection at the church. The family picked up
everything on Tuesday, December 21 and was very appreciative. Thank you for your generosity and
caring.

Bags of groceries in festive reusable shopping bags were an additional
treat for the family. (above) Girl Scout Troop 3022 in our parlor. (below)

We got our family Christmas
donations wrapped! The girls had
their Christmas party with crafts,
Christmas
music,
pizza
and
cupcakes! We are all ready for bed!
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We served 45 families on December 8’s
chilly morning at the Foodbank’s Mobile
Farmstand at Living Word Church in
Vandalia. Faith is dedicated to seeing an
end to hunger. One way in which we do this
is by serving at mobile foodbanks. By
donating just an hour of our time we effect
so many families. Speak to Mary Skare to
ask how you can get involved with Faith’s
Hunger Action Congregation.

Introducing Susie & Harry our Newest Members to our Faith family!
We have been married 4 years,
have 5 sons between us and 10
grandchild, 3 boys and 7 girls.
Our “together” interests are
watching the grandchildren play
sports, watching the Ohio State
Buckeyes, traveling with our RV,
the occasional game of cribbage,
and listening to each other play
the piano. Separate interests for
Susie are reading and loving our
library, knitting, embroidering
and sewing. Harry’s interests
include playing the piano, fixing
anything that may go wrong in
our home, participating in the
Masons, photography, reading
about history, mysteries and
aircraft, as he is retired Air
Force. We both look forward to
membership at Faith, and
getting to know other members.
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Sunday School
begins January 9 at
9:30AM! Come
one, come all to
Sunday School this
winter!
What better way to wash
away the winter blues than
beginning your Sunday
with good conversation
and study with your Faith
Church friends. Our theme
this winter is Celebrating
God.
The first unit, “God’s People Offer Praise,” has four lessons looking at Moses and Miriam’s
songs of praise for God’s mighty acts, at King David dancing before the ark, at “blind”
Bartimaeus glorifying God for healing, and at early believers responding to the Pentecost
event by entering into a life of praise for God’s redemption through Jesus.
Unit II, “Called to Praise God,” contains five lessons exploring psalms that call God’s people
to celebrate what God has done.

“Visions of Praise,” the third unit, presents four lessons that share John’s visions of
celebration for God’s ultimate victory in establishing a realm of justice and peace.
If you would like a book, please let Pastor Julia know.

The book group will meet
January 19th at 5PM. Our
book this month is the
latest in a popular series
by Louise Penny. The
Madness of Crowds
explores the controversial
practice of euthanasia
and features all the
popular characters who
live in Three Pines, the
fictional village near
Quebec, and especially
the star, Inspector
Gamache!
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We have been so blessed this month
in learning the many ways we can
spread joy! The kids have been busy
making Christmas cards to share,
creating beautiful gifts for their
families, practicing their songs for
their Christmas program, celebrating
the birthday of the baby Jesus and
more! Many wonderful wished to you
all this new year!!!
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Kids
Page

Questions to discuss:
Where did the three kings travel from?
What did the three kings follow?
Why did the three kings follow the star?
What did the three kings give as presents?
Find the answers in the Bible, Matthew 2:1-12

Caring for the Birds
What you will need:
Oranges
Knife (adult use)
Vegetable shortening
Plastic Knives
Straws
Yarn
Scissors
Bird seed or popcorn

Directions:
A. Cut oranges in half and carefully scope out the orange sections, keeping the orange peel
intact.
B. Pierce a hole on each side of each orange half about midway between the top and bottom.
C. Place the orange sections back in the halves.
D. Give each child a orange half and let children eat the orange sections. Have them put a plastic
straw through both holes in their orange half.
E. Help kids thread a 10 inch piece of yarn through their straw and tie the yarn in a knot.
F. Spread vegetable shortening on the inside of the orange.
G. Fill with bird seed or popped popcorn.
H. Have kids take their bird feeders outside and hang in a tree.
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Julian Brodbeck, Betsy Morris, Roy
Schroeder,
Mary Swartzel, George
O’Bryan, Norma Lesher, Bob Christian,

Blessing of the Lintel

The feast of the Epiphany, January 6th,
is just around the corner. This day is
celebrated to mark the official end to the
Christmas season. It is believed that on
this day, the three wise men-Melchior,
Casper, and Balthazar– presented baby
Jesus with symbolic gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
One way we celebrate Epiphany is
blessing of homes. On lintels some
inscribe the Cross of salvation, together
with the indication of the year and the
initials of the three wise men written in
blessed chalk; this custom, is often
accompanied by processions of children

To bless your house and those that enter
write with chalk 20+C+M+B+22-at the
top of the door. The “20” being the
millennium and century, the “C”
standing to the first Wise Man, Caspar,
the “M” standing for Melchior, the “B”
standing for Balthasar, and the “22”
standing for the decade and year. It is
also popularly believed that the Kings’
initials
stand
for
“Christus
mansionem benedict” (“Christ bless
this house”).
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On the first Sunday
of the month the
Worship and
Nurture committee
places flower
arrangements on the
chancel in memory /
honor of loved ones
of the family of
Faith.
If you would like to provide a flower
arrangement in memory/ honor of a loved one
return the following form with your donation to
Samantha. The arrangements cost $18 for one
and $36 for two, make the checks payable to
Faith Presbyterian Church. Your Gift will be
recognized in the bulletin, unless you ask
otherwise. Please check the form if you would
like to pick up the arrangements after worship,
otherwise it will be delivered to someone who
needs a little cheer. For more information please
contact Samantha Adams.

Memorial Flower Gift
Please accept my donation of $18____ $36____
For the Memorial flowers fund in Memory of /
Honor of____________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
Given By:___________________________
__________________________________
I would like to pick up the arrangement _____
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Twas the Sunday Before Christmas
By Rev. Julia Williamson
Twas the Sunday before Christmas, and all
through Faith Church, The folks had arrived
and all found their perch.
All were rejoicing the doors had been fixed,
And the choir was ready, they were no longer
nixed.
Four candles were lit, a beautiful sight, they do
make our worship so festive and bright

They remind us the Christ child is indeed on
the way, all will rejoice when comes Christmas
day.
John’s creativity enhanced our nativity, as
Dottie so splendidly led us in song.
And the choir were heralds of God’s great
Good News, they led us in carols, we nearly
leapt in our pews!
Harry and Susie they make quite a pair, Faith
Church, they told us, is an answer to prayer.
Session has met and approved their desire, to
unite with Faith Church, and maybe even the
choir.
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23
25
30
31

Chris Adams
Lisa Kawanishi
George Kawanishi
Tenny Ngalle
Michael Grycz
George O’Bryan
Krysteena Tumasang
Mary Swartzel
Neway Tumasang
Jace Fretters
Duane Skare
Corey Farrar
Deborah Moore

24

Dave& Naomi Henry

7
9
11
15
20

So Christmas is coming, and Covid’s still here,
but we’ll make the best of it, we’ll be of good
cheer.
We speak of those cousins and mothers so
dear, Elizabeth and Mary, who both do not
fear.
For God is with you, you both are so strong,
and filled with God’s Spirit, and your own
songs.

The babes whom you carry are special we hear,
one leapt for joy, when his cousin drew near.
The other one’s birthday will soon be here, so
we sing alleluia and praise God with good
cheer.

10:30A Worship

School

9:30A Sunday

10 8:15A Exercise 11

10:30A Worship

School

30 9:30A Sunday 31 8:15A Exercise

10:30A Worship

School

23 9:30A Sunday 24 8:15A Exercise 25

10:30A Worship

School

16 9:30A Sunday 17 8:15A Exercise 18

9

Mon

2 3 8:15A Exercise 4

10:30A Worship

Sun

Tue

7P Admin

Outreach

6 P Missions and

Thu

Day

7P Session

Women

28 8:15A Exercise 29

21 8:15A Exercise 22

Weather conditions sometimes result in it necessary to cancel
church and related activities. Please check Channel 2 or
Channel 7 for closure information via website or tv station.

10:30A Blankets

26 8:15A Exercise 27

5 PM Book Club
Zoom?

10:30A Blankets

19 8:15A Exercise 20

10:30A Blankets

Sat
New Year’s

1

7 8:15A Exercise 8

Fri

12 8:15A Exercise 13 1P Presbyterian 14 8:15A Exercise 15

9:00 A Worship &
Nurture

58:15 A Exercise 6

Wed
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